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CD comments “+Tango” 
Egberto Gismonti said: 


“I really like the sound and determined and at the same time “languid” tone of the duet; it is beautiful to hear this repertoire with such an intense interpretation and dedication. It seems as if you work together in the development of the raw material and in the music when you play it.

Paulina makes every note to have its own life, tuning and beauty; Exequiel uses the “ends” of the keyboard a lot and he gets the most obvious feature of its tone: “stacatto, legatto, constant dynamics”, but always providing clarity and balance in the voices. What a beautiful duet you form! Congratulations!

I am happy to know your music and to have the feeling that it will help to keep the energy produced in Buenos Aires since the last decades alive. 

For a musician like me, a foreigner who enjoys Argentina so much, it is wonderful to feel that the eternity of the language “Bs As. music” is ensured”.

********************************************************************************************************************
“In the history of tango I don’t remember that the flute and piano duet had existed as an instrumental formula.

I think it is natural that in this amazing changing times for our popular music unusual formulas aimed at broadening the expressive power of tango are attempted. Such is the case of FAIN-MANTEGA duet.

Exccelents musicians join their efforts in a repertoire embracing the classics, a unique vision of Piazzolla and their own compositions.

The soundness of the group the knowledge of the codes and conventions guiding this style, and the duet’s fantastic sound turn this CD into a very pleasant shared musical moment.“

Gustavo Beytelmann
April, 2006 - Paris, France.
********************************************************************************************************************
„Doing something different, that is what drives Paulina Fain (flute) and Exequiel Mantega (piano) in the creation of this record. They make it clear in the “booklet” art, drawing the equation “streetlamp + toupee” equals “minus tango”.

The authenticity, they express in their music, is not in the symbols, in the “for export” tradition, but in how to approach the classics and cover them in a way that does not bore people. In a way they accomplish it and what they do is praiseworthy. The duet works, in addition, they have the contribution of Liliana Herrero´s voice.“

Review from "La Prensa" Newspaper 
Sunday, 22/11/ 2006 - Buenos Aires 
********************************************************************************************************************

“The flautist Paulina Fain is a completelly broad musician who knows Tango music. Together with the pianist Exequiel Mantega, they have launched a new CD.

They give up permanent tempo and instead they use personal arrangements that bewitch the listener with a variety of musical resourses. The first sounds on the CD caught my attention when I was listening. The piano, begining with the lowest ranges sounds like the drums. And the flute is played with particular staccatos and glissandos that start turning down. Thus revealing an exciting new version of “El choclo” that unfolds with a strong dynamic and unconcerned about the dissonances.
The following song sounds wonderfully lyrical: an old tango by Cobian, in which the musicians turn the sound into a colourful picture.

The pianist Exequiel Mantega is technically brilliant, sensitive and expressive. It seems that from Debussy to Bartok, he knows and masters all modern styles. 

The arrangements make good use of that stylistic variety beyond tango. These are new artisitc creations with high musical demand, a pleasure!

For the walz, “La flor de lino” the duet invites the famous singer Liliana Herrero. Hold almost in a recitative way, the song is felt directly under the skin.

The conection of the songs “Spain” and “Nonino” by C. Corea/ A.Piazzolla is also remarkable. “Spain” appears as a long introduction, then there is a middle part, almost improvised and really playful. The following interpretation of “Nonino” has, except for the melodic part, few things in common with Piazzolla´s known version.

Impressive and expressively arranged and played. The best I have heard in a long time! The friends of catchy harmonies find in “Tanti prima” a magnificent consolidating end. With a fast internet connection, information and sound examples as the already mentioned begining of “El choclo” can be found at www.fain-mantega.com.ar“
TANGODANZA Magazine (Germany) 
Oct / Nov / Dic 06 


********************************************************************************************************************

”The duet made up of the flautist Paulina Fain and the pianist Exequiel Mantega launched their first record : +Tango. 

An unusual formula, may be because of the youth of its members, or the versatility of their technique. The duet made up of the flautist Paulina Fain and the pianist Exequiel Mantega launched their first record : +Tango, with which they try to challenge instrumental tango totally familiarized with the bandoneón and the guitar.

Using a great technique and the greatest detail, the duet goes through the popular song´s book and introduces a selection including at the beginning a nice version of El Choclo followed by Tal vez será su voz, Flor de Lino and Rubí. They also devote a great deal of the material to do cover versions of those songs by Astor Piazzolla that endure in people´s minds. Tangata, Le Grand Tango and Tanti anni prima, and the exquisite interpretation of Adios Nonino, that reminds us of the greatness of the author and the versatility of the tunes, that in the version for flute and piano sound impeccable.
The record has some pleasant surprises. In the interpretation of the waltz Flor de Lino, the duet invites the Argentinian folklorist Liliana Herrero, who without giving up her origins, plays among the tunes imagined by Héctor Stamponi and the words by Homero Expósito. In addition the duet Fain – Mantega allowed itself to play two songs of its own. The melancholic Un día de Noviembre, by Paulina Fain and its antithesis, Valsecito Feliz, by Exequiel Mantega.

Both musicians perfectly fulfil the aim of the record that will work as a sound platform for launching their career as a duet. With unique arrangements and the interpretation of tangos through the original combination of flute and piano, +Tango seems to be more than just good intentions.”

"El Tangauta" Magazine 
november 2006 - buenos aires 

********************************************************************************************************************
